
Sociology Curriculum learning journey

Year 
12

Educational policies, 
including policies of 
selection, marketisation 
and privatisation, and 
policies to achieve greater 
equality of opportunity 
and outcome.

Differential educational 
achievement of social groups 
by social class, gender and 
ethnicity in contemporary 
society 

What is Sociology?
Introduction to Sociology with 
key focus on building strong 

foundation of knowledge relating 
to key concepts that underly A-

Level course. Establish 
assessment objectives.

Year 
13

Religious organisations 
i.e. cults, sects, 
denominations, churches 
New Age movementsGlobalisation and crime in contemporary 

society; the media and crime; green 
crime; human rights and state crimes

Education
The role and functions of the 
education system, including its 
relationship to the economy 
and to class structure

Debates about 
subjectivity, objectivity 
and value freedom. 
Relationship between 
Sociology and social 
policy.

Relationship between 
positivism, interpretivism 
and sociological methods; 
the nature of ‘social facts’ 

End of Year 12 Mock
Testing all year 12 content

Theoretical, 
practical and 
ethical 
considerations 
influencing 
choice of topic, 
choice of 
method(s) and 
the conduct of 
research

Year 13 final exams – 3 
papers (2 hours each) 

Methods in context
Application of sociological 
research methods to the 
study of education

Families and Households 
Rrelationship of the family to the social 
structure and social change, with particular 
reference to the economy and state policies

Educational achievement of social 
groups by social class, gender and 
ethnicity in contemporary society

Sources of data; 
questionnaires, 

interviews, participant 
and non-participant 

observation, 
experiments, documents 

and official statistics

Demographic trends in the United 
Kingdom since 1900: birth rates, 

death rates, family size, life 
expectancy, ageing population, 
and migration and globalisation

Revision and exam 
preparation

Beliefs in society
Different social groups 
and religious/spiritual 

organisations and 
movements, beliefs 

and practices

Crime and Deviance
Foster a critical awareness 

of contemporary social 
processes and change

Theory and Methods
Extension of research methods 
covered in Y12 and more

Concepts: consensus, conflict, 
structural and social action theories, 
modernity, post-modernity
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c? Control, surveillance, prevention 
and punishment, victims, and 
the role of the criminal justice 

system and other agencies

Social distribution of crime and 
deviance by ethnicity, gender and 

social class, including recent 
patterns and trends in crime

Religiosity in the 
contemporary world, 

including the nature and 
extent of secularisation in 

a global context, and 
globalisation and the 

spread of religions

Social change and social 
stability, and religious 
beliefs, practices and 

organisations

St Michael’s Catholic School 

Revision and exam 
preparation

Knowledge 
check test 

Mock exam – December

Knowledge check test 

Revision and exam 
preparation

Use your Sociology 
A-level to get into 

degree course  or career 
such as Teaching, Social 
work, Law, Police etc. 

Be a sociologically 
literate young person 

aware of the world and 
systems around you.

In
te

rn
al asse

ssm
e

n
t -

M
arch

R
evisio

n
 an

d
 

exam
 

p
rep

aratio
n

Department Intent: Shape young Sociologists who understand and analyse the world around them and allow them to gain knowledge and understanding of how and 
why society works in the way that it does. The curriculum shapes young students’ ethical and moral understanding of equality and justice, encouraging students to 
become intellectually active young individuals who develop opinions about society rather than being passive social actors within it. 

Gender roles, 
domestic labour 

and power 
relationships 

within the family 
in contemporary 

society.

Diversity of contemporary 
family and household 

structures.

Knowledge 
check test 

Knowledge 
check test 


