
  

 

Friday 2nd November 2018 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

November already! 

I hope you enjoyed the half term break. The pupils have come back refreshed and ready 

to embrace the opportunities that lie ahead. It was great to see them dressed appropriately 

for winter on Monday. 

We are aware that our building has its limitations when the weather does its worst. It was 

therefore pleasing to see that during our first wet break and wet lunch, pupils conducted 

themselves around the school calmly and with consideration for others. In lessons, it has 

been noted just how many pupils have been keen to try new things that might take them 

out of their comfort zone. The best example of this was “Dance” in PE. I actually heard 

quite a few boys commenting that they did not think they would take to this but realised 

they actually had some skills they never knew they had. This is music to our ears! 

On Monday, our teaching staff spent time with colleagues from High Wycombe looking at 

the St Michael’s assessment process. The purpose of this was to ensure that the 

language, preparation and delivery of our first assessment was as clear as possible for 

pupils and for parents. Pupils will begin an assessment window on the 19th November and 

complete on the 3rd December. Pupil work with then be moderated ready for feedback in 

the New Year for pupils and parents. Over the course of this term we will send out details 

of parent evening arrangements which are currently being finalised. 

Remembrance: All Saints and All Souls 

We celebrated the feast of All Saints on Thursday by reflecting on Matthew’s Gospel 

where Jesus gives us the gift of the Beatitudes or “Beautiful Attitudes”. We talked about 

the fact that they give us the “training manual” for sainthood and we also thought about the 

inspiring words that Pope Benedict used when meeting schoolchildren from across the 

country during his visit in 2010: 



  

 

When I invite you to become saints, I am asking you not to be content with second best. I am 

asking you not to pursue one limited goal and ignore all the others. We need to have the courage 

to place our deepest hopes in God alone, not in money, in a career, in worldly success, or in our 

relationships with others, but in God. Only he can satisfy the deepest needs of our hearts. 

Pupils have also written down the names of their deceased loved ones to be included in 

our Book of Remembrance. This book will be displayed in our Reception throughout the 

month of November as a sign of our commitment to pray for our loved ones during this 

month of the Holy Souls. I hope to share key highlights from this book over the course of 

November. 

When we consider the wellbeing of our children, we are always acutely aware that many of 

them deal with bereavement at such as young age. You will find in this book some 

beautiful prayers and poetry which hopefully serve as comfort but also remind us of young 

people’s strength and courage when they face tough challenges. 

Fundraising 

In the space of a 40 minute period over lunch on Thursday 18th October, our pupils raised 

over £60 for various causes that were close to them. Many pupils have already started to 

think ahead to the end of this half term and further enterprising ventures. It is great to see 

such generosity of spirit in their work. 

Key Dates 

Friday 2nd November: Rap challenge deadline for pupils 

Friday 9th November: Shoe box deadline 

Week beginning 3rd December: Tutor group retreats at St Joseph’s Church (details 

to follow) 

Monday 3rd December: Mass of Welcome 7pm in our School Hall(details to follow) 

 



  

 

With every blessing 

 

Adam Palmer 

Head of School 

St Michael's Catholic School (Aylesbury Satellite) 

3 Bierton Road 
Aylesbury 
HP20 1EE 
[w] http://www.stmichaels.bucks.sch.uk 
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