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Please continue to pray for 
the WYFC Team and 
volunteers, including: 

Erica Holt, Darren Phillips,  
Rebecca Hawes,  
Leonie Cowlard,  
Emma Younge 

Colin Hingston, Anne Dean, 
Karen Bates,  

Ellen Fulcher, Pam Hale,  
Tricia Wade,  

Mike Burmingham & 
Kathleen. 

At a recent Wycombe YFC Team meeting, we looked at the account of 
Jesus healing the blind beggar (Luke 15:35-43) and in particular where 
Jesus says to the man, “What do you want me to do for you?” (v41).  We 
reflected upon this for our own lives and that of the ministry.  What is it we 
would ask of Jesus for, for this town, the children, young people and the 
schools? 

At a recent Youth Leaders Network, Darren got us to explore the extensive 
topic of mental health and wellbeing; not just for those we work with in 
ministry, but for ourselves too.  We reflected on examples, within the Bible, 
of mental wellbeing; and although it’s easy to think first of those who 
struggled, there are good examples too! 

Questions and reflections help to keep us mindful of what it is we are 
doing, and seeking to make changes (with God’s help) where necessary.  
Please do pray for the Team and all those supporting children and young 
people in this town.   

Hopefully this newsletter might share some of our heart and desire for this 
town.   If you would like to get more connected to our ministry, we would 
be delighted to speak with you further.  Alternatively, come along to any 
of our events and speak to any of the Team.   

God Bless     
 

Erica Holt (Director; Wycombe Youth For Christ) 

‘Let your light so shine before men, 
that they may see your good works 
and glorify your Father in heaven.’ 

Matthew 5:16 NIV 
 



 
Written by  

Darren Phillips  
(Schools & 

Outreach Worker) 
 

As part of the Christian Union sessions at St. Michael’s Catholic School, we run a film club on a 
Monday lunchtime; drawing out what a film can teach us about God, ourselves and our lives.   

The Film Club has been going for a number of years at St. Michael’s, and has covered a number of 
different films, including ‘Superman’, ‘The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’, ‘Despicable Me’ and 
‘God’s not dead’.  We watch 20 minutes of the film together, while munching on popcorn; followed 
by questions about the film, to create discussion on what it can tell us about God, our lives and 
ourselves, or how it contrasts with what we believe about God.  We always try to alternate between 
a popular film that most of the young people know, and a Christian based film. 

This term we have watched ‘The Lion King’ and ‘You are Special’ and the number of young people 
attending has been fantastic, especially from Years 7 and 8.  Despite the fact that there is a new 
Chapel space at the school with a little more space for the students than last year, we spent the 
first few weeks packing out the chapel, with some students having to stand at the back 
because there was no room to put out extra chairs.  So, after these few sessions, we moved the 
group to the assembly hall, where there is a lot more room to fit everyone in! 

Not only is it great that the young people are coming for the film, but we have also been able to 
have some interesting discussions.  We have discussed the merits of ‘hakuna matata’ (meaning ‘no 
worries’), responsibility, and how that compares with the freedom we have in Christ; how God helps 
us when we are afraid; being fearfully and wonderfully made; and keeping clear of negative things 
people say about us, amongst other topics.  This has created some interesting questions from 
those attending such as, whether people really are afraid of God and whether it is OK to have 
revenge. It is great to see these young people not just keen to listen, but fully engaging with the 
topics that are being drawn out. 

It is our prayer that the discussions at the Film Club will encourage those young people to search 
out more about God and to attend other sessions at the Chapel; especially the Christian Union on a 
Friday lunchtime, where we delve deeper into who God is and walking in the Christian faith.  Please 
join us in praying that faith in God would grow from all the sessions that go on in the Chapel 
and the number of students attending would continue to grow. 

One thing I can’t seem to get out my mind this term is one of the children I’m working with says in each 
session, ‘My brother says I’m an idiot.’  I truly hope in are sessions together I can help this child 
understand this isn’t the case.  

This reminded me of how words are so important; that we can build someone up or knock someone 
down with what we say, and it can have a long and damaging effect on us even into adulthood. 

‘The only accurate way to understand ourselves is by what God is and by what he does for us.’ Romans 
12:3 (The Message) 

I’m so privileged to be able to work alongside these children and I hope to share and demonstrate who 
God is, and His love for us and that we were wanted and planned. 

‘The Sovereign Lord has filled me with his Spirit.  He has chosen me and sent me to bring good news to 
the poor, to heal the broken-hearted, to announce release to captives and freedom to those in prison.  He 
has sent me to proclaim that the time has come when the Lord will save his people and defeat their 
enemies.  He has sent me to comfort all who mourn, to give to those who mourn in Zion, joy and gladness 
instead of grief, a song of praise instead of sorrow.  They will be like trees that the Lord himself has 
planted.  They will all do what is right, and God will be praised for what he has done.’  Isaiah 61:1-3 (GNT) 

 

Written by  
Leonie Cowlard 

(Schools & 
Outreach Worker) 

 



 

As you may have read in our last newsletter, this half term, we 
delivered new sessions to Year 7 students in Holmer Green Senior 
School.  The sessions were linked with our transition support and 
wanting to come alongside and support students as they settled into 
secondary school.   

The sessions ran each week during form time, for three consecutive weeks, and were based 
around the topics of Relationships, Identity and Acceptance.  The first session looked at 
relationships, and encouraged students to spend time getting to know their peers.  The second 
session looked at identity, and focused on creating space for students to consider their own identity 
and what makes them the person they are.  The third and final session was based on acceptance, 
and encouraged the students to consider how much more can be achieved together when everyone 
is accepted for their similarities and differences.  

The sessions were well received by the students and feedback from them included:  
‘Enjoyed the games and interaction’ 

‘That you have to accept people for who you are’ 
‘Respect other people and yourself’ 

‘I have learnt that you can be whoever you want no matter what people think’ 
  
It was great to be able to encourage these young people and share with them advice in the form of 
Bible verses.  Please pray that these Bible verses would continue to resonate with them and 
that they would be encouraged to strive to be the person God has created them to be.   

Written by  
Rebecca Hawes 

(Children’s & 
Youth Worker) 

 

This half term we have seen the beginning of girls’ mentoring in secondary schools and the start of a 
lunch time girls’ group called ‘Have Your Voice’ at St. Michael’s.  The mentoring has proven there is a 
real need for additional support in schools, as the pressures and current climate for young people 
has seen a significant rise in mental health issues.  This fed into the need for a lunch time group 
purposefully for female students (‘Have Your Voice’).   

The lunch time group meet once a week to discuss issues that currently affect young women.  A mix 
of ages and backgrounds attend the group which makes it a fantastic platform to speak the 
Christian faith relevantly into young people’s lives.  We began with the issue of social media and 
will be exploring other issues such as body image and peer pressure as the term progresses.  

It has been a privilege to see this work begin, and we would love to see it grow into more secondary 
schools in order to meet more young people where they are at and support their walk with 
......Christianity. 

Written by Emma Younge 
(Schools & Outreach Worker) 

 

All that we do as a ministry, is rooted in and supported by prayer.  We 
know that we need Jesus, as He said ‘I am the vine; you are the branches. If 
you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you 
can do nothing.’ (John 15:5, NIV).   

Please join with us in praying for: 

 Faith: We desire to see young people grow in their faith and understanding of Jesus. 
 Relationships: Pray that God would bless our relationships with staff and students, so that we 

can continue to share of His love with those we support. 
 Opportunities: We are seeking God for new opportunities and areas of ministry in 2019.  

Please pray for God to open doors, and for us to have wisdom and discernment in what we do. 
 Churches & Supporters: We thank God for all those that support us, but with the new GDPR 

regulations, we have seen a large decline in our contacts.  Please pray for opportunities to 
share about what God is doing in and through our ministry to children and young people.  



 

If you’d like to know more about any area of our ministry, or to chat about how we can 
support you, please do contact us!  You can contact any member of the Team directly on 

email using [firstname]@wycombeyfc.org.uk, via the office on office@wycombeyfc.org.uk or 
tel.: 01494 522777.  For further information and updates ‘like’ our Facebook page, follow us on 

Twitter and Instagram @WycombeYFC or visit our website at www.wycombeyfc.org.uk. 

Monday 
12.30pm   Mentoring @ St. Michael’s  
1.30pm     Mentoring @ King’s Wood 
1.45pm     CU @ St. Michael’s  

Tuesday  

9.00am    Mentoring @ St. Michael’s 
9.15am         Mentoring @ Highworth  
11.00am    Mentoring @ Sir W. Ramsay 
1.30pm     Beechview Support  
1.45pm     Have Your Voice @ St.Michael’s 

Wednesday 
9.00am    Assembly @ Millbrook  
10.00am   Mentoring @ Disraeli 
1.30pm     Mentoring @ Highworth  

Thursday  

Friday 8.00am    Breakfast Club @ St. Michael’s 
1.30pm     CU @ St. Michael’s  

 

Our commitment to supporting schools, children and 
young people can be seen in the amount of regular work 
that we undertake.  For ease (and to condense the diary 
for you!), we have split it into two sections – ‘Weekly 
Schools Work’ and ‘Additional Dates’.  Between the two, 
you will find our confirmed diary as it stands; though as 
you may appreciate, we are still in the process of 
confirming further work and dates. 

Tues 30th  3.10pm     Zone Club @ King’s Wood 
 

NB/ Not all our Schools Work is listed as we are still confirming 
dates with schools. 

Please do feel free to come and join us for the following events being held this term: 
 

Wycombe YFC Prayer Meeting: Monday 12th November @ 10.00am, WYFC 
Office. 

An opportunity to join the Team in praying for the ministry of Wycombe YFC.   
 

Schools Prayer Meeting: Tuesday 20th November @ 7.45-9.15pm @ WYFC Office.               
This is an opportunity to join others from across the town to join with the national 
Prayer for Schools initiative.  We will be praying for the local schools, staff and 
students and seeking God for them.   

 

Wycombe YFC Christmas Open Evening: Tuesday 4th December @ 7.30-9.00pm, WYFC Office.   
An opportunity to meet the Team and other supporters in celebrating the Christmas season and 
enjoying some festivities together.  Refreshments will be served. 

 
For events held at the Wycombe YFC Office, please be aware we have no dedicated parking and there 

Thurs 1st  10.00am   Assembly @ Castlefield 
Fri 2nd  10.00am   Assembly @ Highworth 
Mon 5th  3.30pm     Zone Club @ Beechview 
Tues 6th  10.00am   Assembly @ King’s Wood 
Weds 7th  9.00am     Assembly @ West Wycombe 
Fri 9th  2.30pm     Mentoring @ St. Michael’s 
Mon 12th  10.00am   WYFC Prayer Meeting  

 

Tues 13th  3.10pm     Zone Club @ King’s Wood 
Thurs 15th  10.00am   Assembly @ St. Paul’s 
Sun 18th  11.30am    Cherith Fellowship Service  

Tues 20th  10.00am   Assembly @ King’s Wood 
7.45pm     Schools Prayer Meeting  

Weds 21st  11.40am     Assembly @ Ash Hill 
Fri 23rd  2.30pm    Mentoring @ St. Michael’s 
Tues 27th  3.10pm     Zone Club @ King’s Wood 

Fri 30th  10.15am    Christmas Unwrapped @   
                   Castlefield with The Avenue 

 

Mon 3rd  3.30pm     Zone Club @ Beechview 
Tues 4th  10.00am   Assembly @ King’s Wood 

Weds 5th  9.00am     Assembly @ West Wycombe 
11.40am     Assembly @ Ash Hill 

Thurs 6th  10.00am   Assembly @ Castlefield 

Fri 7th  
10.15am    Christmas Unwrapped @   
                   Castlefield with The Avenue 
2.30pm     Mentoring @ St. Michael’s 

Mon 10th  8.50am     Assembly @ St. Michael’s 

Tues 11th  8.50am     Assembly @ St. Michael’s 
3.10pm      Zone Club @ King’s Wood 

Weds 12th  8.50am     Assembly @ St. Michael’s 
Thurs 13th  8.50am     Assembly @ St. Michael’s 
Fri 14th  8.50am     Assembly @ St. Michael’s 

 

If you would like to receive our newsletter and updates by email, you can either: 
1) Email your contact details to office@wycombeyfc.org.uk 
2) Go to http://www.wycombeyfc.org.uk/getconnected/ 

 

If you are receiving our updates via email,  
please check that we are not being spammed by your email server! 


