
  

 

Friday 5th October 2018 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

On Thursday morning, we had our first Open Morning where prospective parents were 

able to visit, learn about the school and, most importantly observe our pupils learning and 

talk to them about their experience thus far. 

All of our pupils did us proud. Not only did they show visitors the way in which they engage 

with their learning but they talked to prospective parents in a very honest and professional 

way about their start at St Michael’s. This is so important for prospective parents, pupils 

are always the best people to talk to about what the school is really like! They certainly 

earned their community credits! 

Open Evening: Thursday October 11th: Early closure 2pm 

As mentioned in last week’s newsletter the school will close early at 2pm on the 11th 

October. Please note this in diaries. Pupils who wish to kindly volunteer to come in on the 

Open Evening have collected letters. They should be in school (in full uniform) by 4.30 and 

be collected from reception between 7.15 and 7.30.  

Operation Christmas Child 

Many pupils, including our Chaplaincy and Fundraising monitors have requested that, as a 

community, we take part in the shoebox appeal. I know that many of our feeder primary 

schools support this also. There will be an assembly launch on Monday 8th October with 

details to follow. 

Extracurricular opportunities 

In response to the recent pupil survey, letters will be going out at the start of next week to 

offer places for basketball, netball and singing. Given our size and space, we have some 

limitations but we hope to be able to give as many pupils as possible extracurricular 

opportunities as the academic year progresses. 



  

 

The Rap Challenge 

On Monday, we sang the hymn “When I needed a neighbour” as we discussed the gospel 

themes from last weekend regarding diversity. The chorus of this hymn is particularly 

relevant in this regard, “And the creed and the colour and the name won’t matter were you 

there”. I have made available a backing track for this hymn with a “hip hop” beat and I 

hope to be able to put this on the website shortly. The mission for pupils, should they wish 

to accept it, is to compose a rap that can go with this tune. The rap simply needs to build 

on the themes of the hymn as to how we fight poverty and injustice and strive to care for 

the most vulnerable. The pupils are welcome to use modern-day examples of this or they 

could produce a rap about someone who is inspirational in living this message. 

High sugar snacks 

We have had a small group of pupils who are bringing sweets and high sugar drinks and 

snacks into school. In most cases, it seems that they are being purchased on the way to 

school. We are monitoring this closely as we want to ensure that they are able to make the 

most of learning, including the right diet. If we are concerned that a pupil is consuming 

these and it is having a detrimental impact, we will request that these items are handed 

over and will contact parents for discussion. We do realise that this is only a small group. It 

is clear that the majority of pupils remain well prepared for all aspects of school life and I 

am grateful for your ongoing support in this regard. 

Parking 

Thank you once again to the majority of parents who have been respectful of local 

residents and the traffic issues right outside the school and have made other 

arrangements. We are pleased to see an increase in the number of pupils who cycling to 

school also. We do have a small minority of parents who, despite repeated warnings, are 

using the resident parking bays. We had one episode of rudeness towards a resident from 

a parents which is not the kind of example we want to set our pupils. We have been 

working with residents and together with them, have asked traffic wardens to operate and 



  

 

will liaise with them with photographic evidence of repeat offenders. Not only is this 

parking inconsiderate, it is also dangerous as some pupils are exiting cars onto a busy 

road. Thanks once again to the majority of parents who park with consideration and safety. 

Key Dates 

Thursday October 11th: Open Morning (Second) for Prospective Year 7 (9.30 – 11.30) 

followed by Open Evening (4.30 – 8pm). 

Monday 29th October: PUPILS RETURN AFTER HALF TERM: Note that this is NOT a 

training day. 

Week beginning 19th November: Level 3 Bikeability 

Reminder that the last day of this half term is Thursday 18th October. Friday 19th is 

an INSET day for staff. 

With every blessing 

 

Adam Palmer 

Head of School 

St Michael's Catholic School (Aylesbury Satellite) 

3 Bierton Road 
Aylesbury 
HP20 1EE 
[w] http://www.stmichaels.bucks.sch.uk 
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