
  

 

Friday 28th September 2018 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Following the high winds last week, we have had the good weather back and pupils have 

been able to enjoy breaks and lunches in blazing sunshine. The mornings have been more 

Autumnal and we have reminded the pupils that they should have outdoor coats for their 

own comfort. I have spoken with pupils about getting ready to wear winter coats to and 

from school and when going outside for breaks and lunch. Here is a quick reminder of the 

outdoor coat guidance in our uniform policy: 

Outdoor coats must be plain in colour - No denim, hoodies, track suit or sweat shirt 

style/material tops 

In lessons this week, pupils have worked really hard on acting on teacher comments. 

Many of our pupils demonstrate great maturity in the way that they reflect on their learning. 

They are able to articulate what went well (WWW) and “even better if” (EBI) and they use 

the green pen (part of our feedback policy) in demonstrating the improvements they have 

made to their own work. 

Two noteworthy moments sprang to mind in our practical subjects also. Circuit training in 

PE has been a big hit with many pupils to keen to improve the number of “burpees” or 

squat thrusts that they can do in a minute. They have also been introduced to the “plank” 

with many pupils commenting that they did not realise a minute could be so long when 

they have to try and hold this position! Many pupils will have returned home with 

appetising fruit salads. We did have some rather sharp knives for this and pupils were 

really responsible and safe, especially when the odd knife slipped in the hand. Thankfully, 

any minor cuts were dealt with and were only minor! 

As we think about the learning culture that is developing, the encouraging thing is that 

pupils seem willing to “take risks”. This is nothing to do with sharp knives (!), it is more to 

do with the willingness to ask questions without worrying about whether it is “daft”. No 

question is daft, it is usually frames a learning conversation that allows teachers to pick up 



  

 

on pupils’ understanding and move it forward. You will have seen with our displays on 

Thursday evening that, that we are wanting to continue the work of our primaries in terms 

of growth mindset culture. Our displays contain phrases such as, “If at first you don’t 

succeed, you’re normal” and “minor setback, major comeback”. When schools use 

phrases like “positive attitudes to learning”, these phrases epitomize that and are pupils 

are demonstrating these attitudes daily. 

Meet the Tutor Evening: 

It was lovely to see so many of you at our “Meet the Tutor” evening. Many thanks for 

coming along. We had an 80% turnout. For those who were unable to make it, please do 

make an appointment for a informal conversation so that we can address queries. The 

pupils are recognizing that this home-school partnership really allows them to feel fully 

supported. 

Thursday October 11th: Early closing 

As you may already be aware, this is the date of our Open Evening. In order to prepare, 

the school will close early at 2pm. Please note this in diaries. We hope that many pupils 

will return at 4.15 in order to work with us to show our school off in all of its glory. Further 

details will be coming home with the pupils as to how they can sign up. 

Request for Donations 

If you have any board games, lego (or equivalent) or other toys and games ranging from 

10 and upwards, any donations would be gratefully received. These will be put to good 

use in our school. 

Pupil Monitors 

As mentioned at the “Meet the Tutor” evening, this week, our pupils have started to work 

on some ideas for our outdoor areas and our Chaplaincy and Catholic life. The monitors 

are sharing these ideas with all pupils so that they have a voice. 



  

 

Have a great weekend and don’t forget to have the outdoor coats ready! 

Key Dates 

Thursday October 4th: Open Morning (First) for Prospective Year 7 (9.30 – 11.30) 

Thursday October 11th: Open Morning (Second) for Prospective Year 7 (9.30 – 11.30) 

followed by Open Evening (4.30 – 8pm). 

Week beginning 19th November: Level 3 Bikeability 

Reminder that the last day of this half term is Thursday 18th October. Friday 19th is 

an INSET day for staff. 

With every blessing 

 

 

Adam Palmer 

Head of School 

St Michael's Catholic School (Aylesbury Satellite) 

3 Bierton Road 
Aylesbury 
HP20 1EE 
[w] http://www.stmichaels.bucks.sch.uk 
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