
  

 

Friday 14th September 2018 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

So we are up and running! It has been an absolute pleasure to observe the children start 

out their secondary education here in Aylesbury. I would like to thank you for working with 

us in ensuring that the children have had a positive experience during what can be a time 

of great change for them. They have brought a genuine sense of excitement yet purpose. 

And they look fantastic in their uniform! 

 We have spoken about the need to make the most of every moment of our learning time 

from the off. The children have truly embraced this and are keen to sustain it. We also 

spoke about the “little things” that matter; good manners, smart dress, calm movement 

around the school, being prepared for the starts of lessons; the pupils have achieved all of 

this with a smile.  

I would like to thank you for the work you have done behind the scenes in supporting your 

children. This positive start does not happen without your ongoing support, 

encouragement, patience and coercion.  

I intend to use this regular “Headteacher update” letter to share with you the developments 

that we continue to make as we go through this academic year and to give you an insight 

into what the pupils are experiencing in school.  

Communications 

I would like to start by thanking you for your patience and understanding regarding our 

communication systems. By the time this letter goes out, our phone systems will be 

updated. This means that if you wish to call the school, you will be able to call the usual St 

Michael’s number (01494535196) and then select the “Aylesbury” option. 

Thank you for returning the data collection forms. These are now being updated on our 

management information system. Within the next week, you will receive your activation 

code for “ParentMail”. This will be sent to the email address recorded on your data 



  

 

collection sheet. Like many schools, St Michael’s will operate a quick and easy email 

communications system. Please contact the school as soon as possible if you have not, as 

yet, provided an email contact. In future, this “Headteacher update” letter will go out on 

ParentMail. 

Shortly after this, you will receive your “Class charts” login details. As explained on Parent 

Information evening, “Class charts” allows you to see how your child is doing in their day to 

day learning. You will be able to see where members of staff have awarded achievement 

and behaviour points. In addition, there is a homework calendar so that parents can keep 

track on homework set and support their child from home on keeping on top of this. 

Planners 

Pupils were issued with their planners on the first day. It contains class and home learning 

timetables, general information about the school including reminders on uniform and 

equipment. During tutor time, tutors will ensure that the planner is signed weekly by 

parents/carers. Please ensure that this has been completed. 

Welcome to our new staff 

We are delighted to have a dedicated staff team who have provided such as warm 

welcome for the children. Our staff are working collaboratively to ensure that our children 

are getting the best possible start by focusing on three things: 

(1) Consistently high expectations for learning and behaviour both in and out of the 

classroom 

(2) Planning and delivery of lessons caters for the needs of all pupils 

(3) Fostering a positive culture of achievement and celebration with pupils and parents  

Mobile Phones 

Thank you for your working with us to remind pupils that mobile phones are switched off 

and remain off for the duration of the school day. I explained to the pupils on the first day 

that they arrived demonstrating to us that they wanted to take care of the business of 



  

 

learning. We also discussed, therefore, that anything that distracts from that business 

needs to be sidelined. We have had a few discussions with a minority of pupils who have 

needed gentle reminders to avoid confiscation. The pupil planner gives further details of 

our policy 

Parking 

Thank you to so many parents who took on board our initial advice regarding safe and 

considerate parking and have used the retail park and other less busy areas. It really has 

helped us to be good neighbours during our temporary stay. We have had a few cars 

parking in the resident bays right opposite the school entrance. These bays are rented by 

residents and therefore, should not be used for dropping off or waiting for pupils. We have 

also seen pupils exiting from these cars straight into the road which is highly dangerous. 

There will be traffic wardens patrolling this area and they will issue tickets if this continues.   

Drop Everything and Read (DEAR) 

Tutors are using a considerable amount of their registration time for “reading for pleasure”, 

something that is being reinforced through our Year 7 curriculum. Thanks to those parents 

who have ensured that children have a reading book with them for this. There are some 

who still need one. The Aylesbury blog (address is mentioned later) recommends some of 

the latest age-appropriate titles. If they have already been read we will gratefully accept 

donations of books, being a new school. 

Parishes 

I am grateful to Fr John and all the parishioners for their continued prayers and support. 

Masses were offered in both St Joseph’s and St Clare’s for the opening of our school. 

Website changing 

I am aware that many of you have followed our Aylesbury blog 

(http://www.stmichaels.bucks.sch.uk/secondaryayls.html) which we began in June. We will 



  

 

continue to update this as appropriate but we will also inform you when our new website 

goes live in the not too distant future. 

Key Dates 

Thursday September 27th: Welcome and Meet the Tutor Evening (7pm) 

Thursday October 4th: Open Morning (First) for Prospective Year 7 (9.30 – 11.30) 

Thursday October 11th: Open Morning (Second) for Prospective Year 7 (9.30 – 11.30) 

followed by Open Evening (4.30 – 8pm). 

Week beginning 19th November: Level 3 Bikeability 

Reminder that the last day of this half term is Thursday 18th October. Friday 19th is 

an INSET day for staff. 

With every blessing 

 

 

Adam Palmer 

Head of School 

St Michael's Catholic School (Aylesbury Satellite) 

3 Bierton Road 
Aylesbury 
HP20 1EE 
[w] http://www.stmichaels.bucks.sch.uk 
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